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IAC 15 Meeting Minutes: 10/18/2010 

Submitted by Dave Maine 

 

We met at Executive Beech at the Downtown airport at 7pm.  Attendees included Grant 

Wittenborn, Lee Crites, Bill Coiner, Nan Funkhouser, Brian Von Bevern, John Ostmeyer, 

Paul Thomson, Tony Schuetz, and Dave Maine.  

 

Lee reported a balance of $11,968.62.  

 

At Nationals, Paul won Sportsman and the Grass Roots award.   Across all power 

categories, there were 85 competitors.  During the week, the weather turned from too hot to 

too cloudy.   So, not all competition flights could be flown.  Paul and John (Ostmeyer) 

were certified as national judges.  Aaron McKarten was selected to serve as Contest 

Director for the 2012 Nationals.  

 

Lee and Nan are planning to visit Roy Thorton on Oct 27.  He flew with Harold Neumann 

several years, and is something of a Harold Neumann historian.   

 

Our next meeting will be November 15, 7pm at Executive Beech, at the Downtown airport. 

 

 

VISIT WITH ROY THORNTON 

 

On Wednesday, October 27, Lee Crites and I paid a visit to Roy Thornton, Harold 

Neumann’s long time dear friend and flying buddy. Roy described how he and Harold met- 

Roy was hosting a Kansas City History Aviation Show in 1969. He asked Harold to open 

the show, but had to meet the approval of Inez, Harold’s wife, before he could get through 

to Harold himself. Harold told Roy, “Inez says you’re ok- I can tell you stories.” Roy and 

his family then moved to California for 10 years, but when they returned he got back in 

touch with Harold.  

Roy’s brother Pat built model airplanes with rubber band props. He would keep them 2 

weeks or so, then set them on fire and throw them out the window and watch them burn. 

Roy and Pat once flew Mr. Mulligan to the Reno Air Races. Mr. Mulligan didn’t like the 

desert. 



Roy has built a model from scratch of every plane flown in the Thomson Races, but  I can’t 

remember the years that this encompasses. In total Lee and I viewed 55 model airplanes on 

display in a room dedicated to them in Roy’s house. Harold’s airplanes Ike and Mike are 

wonderful to look at- Mike was supercharged and non-aerobatic, but was faster than Ike. 

One of Roy’s favorite quotes of Harold’s: “I may not be the smartest, but I have a lot of 

knowledge, and a little wisdom.”  

That’s what it takes for all of us to get through life, right? Thanks Roy, for a delightful 

afternoon!!! 

Nan Funkhouser 

         

Here are a few of Roy’s models.                              Roy Thornton talking about his models and  

                                                                             his years spent with Harold and flying. 

         

                                                                                 Ike, Mike, and Mr. Mulligan 

                                                                          

Seaplane Racers                                                                   Closeup of Mr. Mulligan 



 

Here are a few candid shots posted on the IAC Nationals website of our Chapter 15 

representatives! 

                          

                                                     

                             Way to go John Ostmeyer and Paul Thomsen!!! 

 

 

 

LOOK AT THE SIZE OF THAT TROPHY!!! Hope Paul can find room in his house! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 LOW AND LOADED    by  Scott McGinnis          

                                              That Imaginary Spot  (IS)   

      

     After watching the Kansas City aerobatic competition this summer I couldn’t help but 

compare some of the maneuvers with those in the Ag-flying business.  It looked to me like 

the only time it closely compared was when a maneuver lacked a visual reference point, for 

instance. 

     Naturally, during aerobatic competition the maneuvers must also be precise, even when 

there lacks a reference point during a change in the maneuver, like creating a perfectly 

round  circle, for example.  There is no reference while doing so, and if the maneuver was 

depicted by radar on paper somehow, it would either be elliptical, oblong, or something 

other than perfectly round.  At least if I’m the one trying to do it.   

     Take a piece of paper and draw a perfect circle on it, then observe. That would be pretty 

hard, huh?  

 I’m very impressed with the competition pilot’s attempt at being very precise, and what 

follows might be of interest: 

     Pulling-up out of a spray pass and turning the airplane 180 degrees with a return to a 

specific spot, like one only 60 feet from the point of exit, for example, gets very 

competitive between Ag-pilots.  Follow this simple turn and read how it compares. 

 

     Example of a perfect turn-around (180 degrees) using a flagman to mark the width of 

the return, wind five mph, no object to climb over, and loaded to maximum.  Note: There is 

going to be an imaginary spot (IS) in the air down wind, and above the exit spot.  At the 

(IS),  which is approximately 45 degrees downwind of exit, less than 35 feet in altitude at 

first, it is also where the bank is rapidly stopped,  but the climb outbound continues 

momentarily, then a bank will begin that will allow for the return to the exact new upwind 

position on the ground, without so much as changing the bank 1 degree through-out the 

entire turn following the IS.  The (IS) must also be where a safe controlled landing can be 

made after an engine failure, dumping the load, and WITHOUT stalling the airplane. Each 

subsequent pass the (IS) will be higher and closer to the exit spot since the load will be 

reduced.  When reaching the (IS) the bank is stopped abruptly, the climb is continued until 

the (IS) speed is reached, whereupon the bank back toward the field is rapidly attained.  

When the load is about one third of maximum the (IS) begins to look like the pilot is 

performing a hammerhead, but it is actually quite far from it.  In an eighty acre field (one 

fourth by one half mile) spraying the half mile direction there are twenty-two 60 feet 

swaths, but 20 turns, considering the entering and exiting field swaths.  I have tried to 

make perfect turns while doing eighty-acre fields, and even though I have sprayed 

thousands of them, I have yet to accomplish ONE perfect performance through-out the 

twenty turns required to do the eighty acre field.   SM  
 

 

Thanks Scotty for the insight!!! I’ve heard you explain this to me before, and now we have it in 

writing!     NF 

 



 

Here is another installment of Roy’s Writings on Harold Neumann: 





 

Thanks again to Roy Thornton for contributing this rich history to Chapter 15!!! 

Respectfully submitted, Nan Funkhouser 

 

 


