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IAC CHAPTER 15 Meeting Minutes for December 

    There are no minutes for the December meeting, as it consisted of a great Christmas party 

graciously hosted by Brenda and Mark Lea. The food was wonderful, as was the attendance. 

Here are a few pictures!  

 

          

             Jan Thornton and Brenda                                          The Wittenborn Women  

         

 Kim Pardon- What Would We Do Without You?                 My Favorite Lee Picture! 

We were so happy to see the Thorntons at the party and look forward to their presence at future 

meetings and events! It seemed like most of our members were there, and all had a great time 

together. It was great seeing Connie and Jim again, especially considering the effort it took to 

come all the way from Nixa, MO! The connections we make through aerobatics run long and deep! 

 



   

Here is a great one from Scotty McGinnis: 

 

 
    Bevo in his Buecker                    LOW & LOADED 

                                                                 My Hero 

 

 

     It was sometime during the summer of 1957 when Bevo Howard performed his aerobatic 

performance at Craig AFB, in Alabama.  I was stationed there, and attended the air show, my 

first.  Bevo performed with his German made Buecker Jungmeister, a rather stocky looking 

bi-plane, powered by the 7-cylinder American made Warner radial engine.  His performance 

was extremely impressive, but  what astonished me the most was his outside square loop, in 

which the entire square was sitting right on the parking apron, and the top of it located not 

much more than a hundred feet in altitude.  Zooming across the bottom of it with the tip of his 

vertical tail about 10 feet from the cement he came close enough to me that I could have hit 

him with a baseball.  It was some 53 years ago and I can still see his act with a little prodding 

of my memory bank.  It was incredible, (awesome, if you’re young) and exciting.  Many 

airshows had my full attention over the years since Bevo, but I just didn’t see anything like 

that darn square out-side loop of his, until… 

     Along about 1989 or thereabouts, I flew to the Reno Air Races with a full plane load of 

family and friends, and while walking down through the pits, and just behind the spectator 

grand-stands I noticed a stagger-wing look-alike, painted black, doing an aerobatic 

performance for the crowd.  At the end of the routine came an outside square loop, and one 

every bit as impressive as Bevo’s had been during the late 50’s.  At first I thought it was a 

Beech Stagger-wing, but, if I’m remembering correctly, the show announcer said it was an 

Italian built aeroplane.  Then, the gate was opened allowing it to come into the pit area, and it 

taxied right up to where I was standing, swung-around into its parking spot, and shut the 

engine down.  The door opened and out onto the bottom wing climbed the pilot. Bouncing off 

the wing with a bit of pep in her stride, was the pilot, a beautiful little blonde girl.  She had a 

purse on a shoulder strap, and slipped it up on her shoulder as she walked past me, and said 

“afternoon” to me.  Life is good! SM 



 
             

DEFINITELY DO NOT TRY THIS 

AT HOME! 

 

 

Harold Neumann Corner 

More Roy Thornton Contributions Below: 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

The story just keeps getting better! Thanks again Roy for contributing so much to Chapter 15!!! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nan Funkhouser 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


